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SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
 

STAFF REPORT 

MEETING DATE: December 17, 2008 

SUBJECT: Intercity Rail Update and Status of Federal Legislation 

 
SUMMARY 
This staff report requests 4 policy actions and provides a brief update on a variety of passenger rail 
related topics, as follows: 

• Program the remaining $23,000 of remaining Proposition 116 funds 

• Approve the FREE rail to bus transfer pass agreement 

• Authorize a letter to Caltrans to secure part of the High Speed rail funds for the Coast 

• Support inclusion of rail projects in federal “economic stimulus” proposals 

Provide a status on new federal Amtrak legislation and other informational updates. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
Staff:    1) Authorize staff to program the remaining $23,000 in Proposition 116 funds on the Paso  
       Robles Train Station  
 
  2) Ratify Executive Director’s signature for rail to bus transfer agreement  (D-4-4) 

  3) Authorize letter to Caltrans to request a portion of the High Speed Rail Bond funds    
(included in addendum) 

       4) Support inclusion of rail projects in federal “economic stimulus” proposals 

CTAC:  Support staff recommendation 
TTAC:  Support staff recommendation 
 

DISCUSSION 
Proposition 116 funds to Paso Robles – Staff was recently notified the region has $23,000 of 
unexpended Proposition 116 funds rail bond funds.  Proposition 116 provided $10 million to the 
region in the early 1990’s.   Proposition 116 was allocated on rail projects ($3 million),  bikeway 
projects ($3 million) and transit projects ($4 million).   The (yellow) tactile edge on the Paso Robles 
Train station platform needs replacement and is estimated to cost $120,000.   Amtrak has agreed 
the pay up to $60,000, and the remaining $37,000 will compete for Proposition 1B Transit funds in 
February, 2009.   SLOCOG staff recommends the $23,000 in rail bond funds be directed to this 
project. 

Rail to Bus Transfers – Since 2005 SLOCOG, Amtrak, SCAT, RTA and SLO Transit have 
participated in a free transit transfer pass for rail passengers.   The program allows some 
passengers to reach their final destination with out a vehicle.  The local transit systems are 
reimbursed for each transfer collected, and SLOCOG can tin terms be reimbursed by the State.  

High Speed Rail -  California’s $10 billion High Speed Rail Bond measure passed in November so 
the Coast Corridor is able to compete for $47 million in capital funds.   Each of the three state-
supported corridors (Pacific Surfliners, Capitols, San Joaquins) is guaranteed $47 million, and 
Caltrans will select projects for $47 million for each corridor.   Of the remaining $9.7 billion, about 
$700  million will go to commuter rail systems (i.e. Caltrain, Metrolink, BART etc.), and $9 billion for 
the high speed rail system in the San Joaquin Valley.    Staff believes the SLOCOG Board should 
support a letter urging Caltrans to use some of these funds for coast route improvements. 
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Amtrak Related Update 
1)  Federal Railroad Safety Improvement Act 
On October 16, 2008, President Bush signed H.R. 2095, the Federal Railroad Safety 
Improvement Act.  H.R. 2095 reauthorizes Amtrak and provides a total of $12.9 billion over five 
years and encourages the development of new and improved intercity passenger rail service 
through an 80/20 percent federal/state matching grant program consistent with the SLOCOG 
Board position. The bill represents a dramatic change from recent Amtrak negotiations.   

For FY 2009 alone, the bill would authorize close to $2 billion, compared with $800 million 
requested by the Administration and the $1.7 billion sought by Amtrak itself.  

The bill also provides $1.5 billion for the planning and development of 11 high-speed rail 
corridors that includes “the California Corridor.” The legislation authorizes $325 million, an 
average of $65 million per year, out of the state capital grant program for “congestion grants” to 
Amtrak and the states for high-priority rail corridors to increase capacity along certain lines in 
order to reduce congestion and facilitate rail ridership growth. A federal intercity rail grant 
program would be beneficial to states such as California, which has historically invested 
significant state and local funding to improve its intercity rail corridors. 

In addition to the Amtrak and intercity rail provisions, the measure reauthorizes the Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA) and provides $1.625 billion for the nation’s rail safety program 
over the period encompassing FY 2009 through FY 2013. The authorization of the rail safety 
program expired a decade ago, in 1998.  

H.R. 2095 also mandates the installation of positive train control (PTC) systems. PTC is a 
system of monitoring and controlling train movements to provide increased safety. Trains 
equipped with PTC receive information about its location and where it is allowed to safely travel. 
PTC is an alternative to conventional railway signaling in which equipment located along the 
track provides the information, and the engineer supplies the enforcement. The bill requires all 
Class I railroads and intercity passenger and commuter railroads to implement a PTC system by 
December 31, 2015, on all main-line track where intercity passenger railroads and commuter 
railroads operate and where hazardous materials are transported. This includes the coast rail 
corridor. The legislation includes a grant program for the deployment of various PTC 
technologies.  While rail agencies in our corridor such as NCTD are supportive of these 
measures, they remain concerned with funding and availability of PTC technologies.  

Other highlights of the bill include grade crossing safety, rail bridge safety program, and rail 
passenger disaster family assistance.  
 
2)  FY 2009 Appropriations 
Congress will not finalize the FY 2009 appropriations bills until early 2009.  In the interim, 
Amtrak’s funding is being provided via a continuing resolution set at the FY 2008 level ($1.325 
billion) until March 6, 2009. 
 
3)  Economic Stimulus 
At the time of the October recess, there were two economic stimulus bills moving in Congress 
and since the election, Congressional leaders have discussed their willingness to continue these 
talks when Congress reconvenes later this month.  SANDAG and Metro have discussed the 
inclusion of LOSSAN corridor projects on proposed project lists.   SLOCOG staff request rail 
projects be included. 
 

Wireless Fidelity (WI-FI) at Train Stations - Staff in working on a local and Pacific Surfliner corridor 
wide project to install wi-fi access at all train stations.    Providing this service would allow 
passengers to check train status and connect to the internet for other purposes.   Discussions 
include future provisions for on-board wi-fi, or wi-max, which is a much more complex and extensive 
project.   Due to the State’s and Amtrak’s precarious funding environment the last several years, little 
progress has been made in these areas.   However, new hope is emerging with Amtrak 
reauthorization and State bond funds. 
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$25 Million for the Coast Daylight – As you may recall, the California Transportation Commission 
approved $25M for capital improvements along the Coast Corridor to upgrade tracks, signals, and 
sidings.   Caltrans has a signed agreement with the Union Pacific Railroad to specifically identifyand 
engineer these projects.   Additionally, Caltrans is currently seeking Union Pacific approval in order 
to access the tracks with an additional passenger train.  New equipment is also needed prior to the 
start-up of the Coast Daylight service.  Staff anticipates the service will not begin before April, 2011.   

Intercity Rail Chairs Meeting -  On December 12 the Chairs of each of the 3-stae supported 
corridors, including Dave Potter (Monterey County Supervisor) and SLOCOG Chair John Shoals will 
meet to discuss at least the following issues: 

Preliminary Agenda Topics: 
• Statewide/Corridors Overview – Work to Date –  

  Caltrans Overview, Followed by Each Chair has 5-10 minutes 
  Action:  Discussion 

• Look Ahead – Joint Priorities/Strategies both at state and federal levels –  
  Action:  Develop a set of joint principles to be transmitted to state, federal levels 
  Review CTC/CTA Principles, Metrolink PTC plan, Caltrans principles 

• 2009 State Intercity Rail Day – Sacramento 
  Action:  Set Tentative Date 

• 2009 Federal intercity Rail Day (Reauthorization) – DC 
  Action:  Set Tentative Date 

• Rail Equipment Procurement –  
Action: Accerate procurement 

• California Representative on Amtrak Board 
Action:  Urge CA Senators to appoint CA rep  

 
Intercity Rail Day(s) In Sacramento and Washington – In March 2009 staff will participate with 
other state-supported corridors to raise awareness of the huge success that California’s intercity rail 
passenger program has become and to urge support for a stable capital funding program in the 
future.  The statewide need is approximately $160M per year, split evenly between $80M for 
operating and $80M for capital.  

Platform Message Signs - Staff has been working with Amtrak to ensure platform message signs 
are operable at unstaffed stations along the “Pacific Surfliner Corridor”, such as Grover Beach.  The 
signs are now installed to show estimated arrival/departure times for Surfliner trains.   

SLO Train Station Platform Lighting - The SLOCOG Board approved $60K which will be matched 
with $60K by Caltrans to replace the platform lights.  About half of the lights are currently operable.   
SLOCOG has signed the agreement with Amtrak to complete the work.   

                                                
 

Staff report prepared by Pete Rodgers 




















